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Learning Objectives:  Participants will learn how the partnership between the community partners, health care providers, Chicago Housing Authority, and University of Illinois at Chicago evolved and functioned in designing and carrying out this environmental asthma intervention.  Preliminary health and environmental findings will be discussed. This presentation should stimulate discussion of the strengths and challenges facing this type of partnership. 
Background:  Traditional medical models have failed to reverse the increasing rates of asthma morbidity and mortality, which are particularly high in inner city urban and minority populations.  This population faces a wide variety of issues not well understood by most health care providers.  Interventions offered by community health educators may be more effective in working with persons with asthma to assess and modify factors which could be impacting the disease.  The purpose of this study is to examine the effects of community health education on the severity of asthma in Chicago public housing residents.
Methodology:  In 1999, the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences convened two town meetings with CHA residents, which highlighted a number of environmental justice and public health issues; stimulated a growing collaboration between community organizations, health care providers, and research institutions; and eventually led to the present collaboration. A total of 9 community health educators are currently working with families with asthmatics from the Ogden Courts, Henry Horner/Westhaven, Robert Taylor, and Dearborn Chicago Housing Authority developments to assess and modify pest problems and other asthma triggers, with the aim of reducing asthma severity in these residents.   Funded by NIEHS, this project is a 4-year collaboration between community members (Lawndale Family Focus, Grand Boulevard Federation, and Safer Pest Control Project), health care providers (Erie Family Health, Lawndale Christian Health, Miles Square Health, and Mobile CARE Foundation), Pediatric Case Management Services, the Chicago Housing Authority, and the University of Illinois at Chicago.
Summary of Results Project partners developed and adapted a comprehensive health curriculum oriented toward modification of environmental factors that contribute to asthma, including pests.  Challenges included changes in the housing developments due to demolition of high rises, identification and training of community health educators, adaptation of curricula materials to be culturally sensitive and appropriate for community members, acceptance of the health educators by the community, and infrastructure problems in the developments not amendable to individual residence modification.  These challenges will be discussed and illustrated with data collected during the initial survey and the intervention program.
Other Required Information:  
John Q. Knight, MPA

Sr. Program Associate; Safer Pest Control Project

Mr. Knight has directed numerous community-based interventions and currently serves as Principal Investigator on the 4-year National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences grant that this abstract is based.  Much of his work has entailed working with residents of the Chicago Housing Authority, many of whom have asthma or asthma related symptoms.  He is also involved with numerous asthma related organizations, including the Chicago Asthma Consortium, American Lung Association, and the Grand Boulevard Asthma Coalition, and initiatives such as the Illinois Depart of Public Health’s Data, Assessment, and Outcomes work group and the Chicago Asthma Consortium’s Data Committee.  He has served on a proposal review committee for NIEHS, presented at national conferences, and has an academic background in environmental policy, regulation, and management.
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